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16 JUNE 2022

18:00 Uhr OPENING
Ruprecht Polenz, Münster/Berlin

PROLOGUE
Yevhenia Belorusets, Kyiv
Victor Martinovich, Minsk
Irina Prokhorova, Moscow*

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
The Limits of Analogies: The War in 
Ukraine as a Historical Turning Point
Jörn Leonhard, Freiburg

19:00 Uhr COMMENTARY AND DISCUSSION  
Kateryna Mishchenko, Kyiv/Berlin
Moderation: Martin Aust, Bonn

20:00 Uhr RECEPTION 

WAR IN EUROPE. 
Political, economic and 
societal repercussions

The Russian war of aggression against Ukraine has 
shaken the postwar European order to its very foun-
dations. The war constitutes an upheaval with conse-
quences for the entire continent, not just Ukraine 
and Russia. This conference explores the (security-) 
political, economic, and societal ramifications that 
Russia’s escalation will have on Europe’s ability to 
coexist. Front and centre will be an analysis of the 
paradigm shift from international interdependence 
to disengagement in all relevant policy areas. 



17 JUNE 2022

9:00 Uhr PANEL DISCUSSION
The Clash of Orders: Visions of Political 
Order and Consequences for Foreign Policy
Ralf Fücks, Berlin
Nadiia Koval, Kyiv
Tatiana Vorozheikina, Moscow
Moderation: Sabine Fischer, Berlin

10:30 Uhr CO F F EE  B R E A K

11:00 Uhr PANEL DISCUSSION
From Interdependence to Decoupling: 
Consequences for the Economy
Angelina Davydova, St. Petersburg/Berlin
Valeria Gontareva, London
Petr Zahradník, Prague
Moderation: Katharina Wagner, Moscow

12:30 Uhr LU N C H  B R E A K

13:45 Uhr PANEL DISCUSSION
The Beginning or the End of Deterrence? 
Security in Europe
Merle Maigre, Tallinn
Jana Puglierin, Berlin
Ulrich Schneckener, Osnabrück
Moderation: Andreas Heinemann-Grüder, 
Osnabrück

15:15 UHR CO F F EE  B R E A K

16:00 Uhr PANEL DISCUSSION
From Interdependence to Disengagement: 
Societies in the Shadow of War
Tymofii Brik, Kyiv
Olga Shparaga, Berlin
Denis Volkov, Moscow
Moderation: Gabriele Freitag, Berlin

17:30 Uhr END OF THE CONFERENCE

*tbc



CVs

Martin Aust earned his PhD at the Free Uni-
versity of Berlin in 2002. He studied modern 
history, Eastern European history and political 
sciences. After holding positions at universi-
ties in Kiel, Munich, and Regensburg, he was 
appointed full professor for Eastern European 
History and Culture at Bonn University in 
2015. He was a visiting professor at Basel 
University in 2015 and at the Higher School 
of Economics in St. Petersburg in 2019. He 

currently serves as president of the German Association of 
Historians of Eastern Europe (VOH).

Yevgenia Belorusets is an artist, writer, and 
photographer, living in Kyiv and Berlin. In 
her works, she calls attention to the most 
vulnerable sections of Ukrainian society. She 
deals with the intersection of visual art, lit-
erature, journalism, and activism making a 
solid connection between document and 
artistic language. She studied German and 
German philology in Kyiv and earned her 
doctorate in literature and philosophy at 

Vienna University. In 2008, she co-founded Prostory, a journal 
for literature and art. She is involved in a number of cultural and 
political initiatives. Her book “Lucky Breaks” was awarded the 
International Prize for Literature in 2020. Since the start of the 
war, she has reported for Der Spiegel about her daily life in Kyiv.

Tymofii Brik is rector of the Kyiv School of 
Economics, co-founder of the public restau-
rant UrbanSpace500 and chairman of the 
supervisory board of the think tank CEDOS. 
He received his PhD in Social Science at the 
University of Carlos III in Madrid and obtained 
a Master’s degree in Sociology and Social 
Research from Utrecht University. In 2018, 
he was awarded with the N. Panina Prize “The 
best young sociologist of Ukraine”. From 

2018 to 2020 he was a visiting researcher at Stanford University 
and also at New York University. He was also appointed as 
visiting research fellow at the Policy department at London 
School of Economics and Political Science in 2022.
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Angelina Davydova is an environmental and 
climate journalist, regularly contributing to 
Russian and international media, and co-host 
of the podcast “The Eurasian Climate Brief”. 
In 2000, she graduated from St. Petersburg’s 
State University of Economics and Finance. 
She gives lectures and seminars at universi-
ties in Russia and abroad, and organizes 
trainings on environmental and climate jour-
nalism/communication. Davydova is a fellow 
at the non-profit organisation Media in Cooperation and Tran-
sition in Berlin and climate journalism coordinator with n-ost. 
Since 2008, she has been an observer at the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change. She became a 
member of the World Future Council in October 2020.

Sabine Fischer is senior fellow at the German 
Institute for International and Security Studies 
(SWP), where she had been head of the 
Eastern Europe and Eurasia research division 
before. She received her PhD from 
Goethe-University Frankfurt am Main. The 
focus of her research lies in Russian foreign 
and domestic policy, EU-Russia relations, 
and unresolved conflicts in the EU eastern 
neighbourhood. She worked as senior re-
search fellow at the European Union Institute for Security 
Studies in Paris from 2007 to 2012 and served as a team leader 
within the project “Public Diplomacy EU and Russia” in Moscow 
from 2019 to 2021. 

Gabriele Freitag is executive director of the 
German Association for East European Stud-
ies. Previously, she was a research associate 
at the Research Center for East European 
Studies at Bremen University and managing 
director of the Berlin Graduate School Muslim 
Cultures and Societies at the Free University 
of Berlin. She received her doctorate with a 
thesis on Jewish migration in the early years 
of the Soviet Union.
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Ralf Fücks is co-founder and executive part-
ner of the civic organisation Zentrum Liber-
ale Moderne. Prior to the centre’s establish-
ment, he was director of the Heinrich Böll 
Foundation for 21 years. He studied social 
science, economics and history. A long-
standing member of the party Bündnis 90/
Die Grünen, he served as co-chairman of 
the party’s top leadership body starting in 
1989. During his political career, he was also 

senator for urban development and environment as well as 
deputy mayor in Bremen. He has published in Germany and 
abroad on a wide array of social, ecological, and international 
topics.

Valeria Gontareva served as the Governor 
of the National Bank of Ukraine in 2014–2017. 
She was the first woman to lead Ukraine’s 
central bank and oversaw vital reforms to 
implement a new monetary policy of inflation 
targeting and flexible exchange rate regime, 
to clean up Ukraine’s banking sector, 
strengthen regulatory supervision, and en-
sure the independence of the National Bank. 
She has a plethora of experience working in 
private sector financial institutions including 
Société Générale, ING Bank and Investment 

Capital Ukraine (ICU), a top Ukrainian financial services group. 
Currently, she is a Visiting Senior Fellow at the School of Public 
Policy at the London School of Economics.

Andreas Heinemann-Grüder is a professor 
of political science at the University of 
Bonn. He studied history, political science, 
and German literature at the Free University 
of Berlin, where he earned his PhD in 1989. 
During his studies he joined a post-graduate 
program at Lomonossov University in Mos-
cow in 1987/88. His research focuses on 
post-Soviet politics, comparative federalism, 
civil-military relations, and irregular armed 

forces. He has served as an advisor to the German Chancellery, 
the Ministry of Economic Cooperation, the Foreign Office, the 
Bundestag, the European Parliament, OSCE, NATO, and the 
EU Stability Pact. 
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Nadiia Koval is a foreign and security policy 
analyst and a lecturer in European integration 
at the Kyiv School of Economics. She cur-
rently heads research and analytics at the 
Ukrainian Institute. Koval is a member of the 
International Studies Association and spe-
cialises in European studies, Ukrainian foreign 
policy, Ukrainian-Polish relations, as well as 
French, Greek, and Polish policy towards 
Ukraine. She holds a Master’s degree in po-
litical science and European studies from the National Univer-
sity Kyiv-Mohyla Academy. In the past years she also studied 
discourses and interpretations of the causes and consequences 
of the Russian-Ukrainian war in the intellectual circles of dif-
ferent Western countries.

Jörn Leonhard is professor for Modern Eu-
ropean History at Freiburg University. He 
earned his doctorate in 1998 at Heidelberg 
University. He taught as fellow and tutor in 
Modern History at Oxford University from 
1998 to 2003 and as reader in West European 
History at Jena University from 2004 to 2006. 
His main fields of interest cover comparative 
European and transatlantic history in the 19th 
and early 20th centuries, the history of 
liberalism, as well as nationalism, war and 
peace, and multi-ethnic empires in world 
history. 

Merle Maigre is senior cyber security expert 
at Estonia’s e-Governance Academy. She was 
previously executive vice president for gov-
ernment relations at CybExer Technologies, 
an Estonian firm that provides cyber training. 
She has also served as director of the NATO 
Cooperative Cyber Defence Center of Ex-
cellence (CCDCOE) in Tallinn and security 
policy advisor to Estonian presidents Kersti 
Kaljulaid and Toomas Hendrik Ilves. From 
2010 to 2012, she worked in the Policy Planning Unit of the 
Private Office of NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen. Maigre also belongs to the Executive Board of the 
Cyber Peace Institute in Geneva and at the International Advi-
sory Board of NATO CCDCOE.
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Victor Martinovich is a Belarusian author of 
eight novels, three of which have appeared 
in German translation and one in English. 
He graduated from university in 2008 with a 
study of the Vitebsk school of art and the 
role played by painters Marc Chagall and 
Kazimir Malevich. His dissident status has 
prevented a defence of his thesis. Marti-
novich’s novel “Ozero radosti” served as the 
basis for Aliaksei Paluyan’s critically ac-

claimed short film “Lake of Happiness”, which received numer-
ous European awards and was on the long list for the Oscar 
2020. In May 2022, the Schauspielhaus in Hamburg put on 
stage a play based on the book “Revolution”.

Kateryna Mishchenko is a writer, curator, 
and co-founder of Medusa, an independent 
Ukrainian publishing house. She studied 
German language and literature in Kyiv and 
Hamburg. Mishchenko taught literature at 
the Kyiv National Linguistic University, and 
has worked as a translator in the human 
rights field. Her essays have been published 
in Ukrainian and international anthologies 
and journals, as well as the book Ukrainian 
Night. Mishchenko lives and works in Kyiv.

Ruprecht Polenz is president of the German 
Association for East European Studies. From 
1994 to 2013, he was a member of the Bun-
destag and, from 2005 to 2013, chairman of 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. He is acting 
chairman of the university council of the 
Münster University of Applied Sciences and 
sits on the advisory board of the Center for 
Global Politics at the Free University of Berlin. 
Polenz studied law in Münster.
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Irina Prokhorova is a cultural historian, literary 
critic, editor-in-chief and a social and political 
activist. She earned a PhD in philology from 
Moscow State University in 1986. In 1992, she 
founded the magazine New Literary Observer. 
She has hosted various programs on radio and 
television and is co-founder of the Mikhail 
Prokhorov Charitable Fund, which provides 
support for cultural activity in Russia’s regions. 
For her work she received a number of prizes, 
among them the State Prize for the New Literary Observer 
magazine as “The Best Educational Project” in 2002. In 2012 she 
became the Chevalier of the Order of the Legion of Honour of 
France.

Jana Puglierin is a senior policy fellow and 
director of the Berlin office of the European 
Council on Foreign Relations (ECFR). She 
earned her PhD at Bonn University where 
she studied political science, international 
and European law and sociology. Prior to 
joining the ECFR, she ran the Alfred von 
Oppenheim Center for European Policy 
Studies at the German Council on Foreign 
Relations (DGAP). Between 2003 and 2010, 
she was researcher and lecturer to the chair of Political Science 
and Contemporary History as well as in the program for North 
American studies at the University of Bonn. From 2010 to 2011, 
she was an associate at the Berlin-based foundation Neue Ver-
antwortung. She has also served as an advisor to the German 
Bundestag for disarmament, arms control, and non-proliferation.

Ulrich Schneckener is professor of interna-
tional relations and peace and conflict stud-
ies at Osnabrück University since 2009. He 
also serves as chairman of the board at the 
German Peace Research Foundation. He has 
published mainly on international and Euro-
pean security policy, conflict management, 
political violence, and armed conflicts. 
Schneckener studied political science in 
Berlin.
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Olga Shparaga is a Belarusian philosopher, 
who until 2021 taught at the European Col-
lege of Liberal Arts in Belarus, which she 
co-founded. She studied philosophy and 
social sciences in Minsk and Bochum. From 
2001 until 2014, she taught philosophy at 
the European University for the Humanities 
in Vilnius. She also publishes articles for var-
ious magazines such as the “Novaja Eŭropa”. 
She is a member of the coordinating council 

that advises Belarusian opposition leader Svetlana Tikhanovskaia. 
At present, Shparaga is based at the Wissenschaftskolleg in 
Berlin.

Denis Volkov is a Russian sociologist. In 2021, 
he was appointed director of the Levada 
Centre. During his 15 years with the Centre, 
he has been involved in more than a hundred 
quantitative and qualitative research projects 
on various aspects of Russian society. Volkov 
is the author of numerous studies on the or-
igins of support for the current political re-
gime, the political attitudes of Russian youth, 
protest activities, civil society, and business 

and elite opinion. His articles have also appeared in “Ost-
europa”, “Journal of Democracy”, and “Foreign Policy”. He now 
writes for “Forbes Russia.”

Tatiana Vorozheikina is a political scientist 
and professor at the Moscow Free University. 
She completed her studies at the Moscow 
State University. Her main area of focus is 
comparative studies into state-society rela-
tions, institutional transformation, and de-
mocracy in both Russia and major Latin 
American countries. Her most recent publi-
cations address challenges in the building of 
political institutions and social movements 

in Russia and the interaction between political and social 
spheres. Some of her publications have also been published in 
Germany.

©
 V

io
le

tt
a S

av
ch

its



Katharina Wagner has been the economics 
correspondent at the “Frankfurter Allgemei-
nen Zeitung” in Moscow since 2019. She stud-
ied political science in Tübingen, Buenos 
Aires, and Berlin. After an internship at the 
“Frankfurter Allgemeinen Zeitung”, she joined 
the paper’s poltical desk in 2011. Since 2012, 
she has been a politics editor at the “Frank-
furter Allgemeinen Sonntagszeitung”.

Dr. Petr Zahradník is a macroeconomic ana-
lyst and consultant, specializing in EU eco-
nomic policy and development. He is a 
member of the strategic and economic ana-
lysis team at Česká spořitelna/Erste Group 
Bank, an adviser to the president of the 
Czech Chamber of Commerce and the 
Czech minister of European affairs, as well 
as a member of the National Economic 
Council. He graduated from the University 
of Economics in Prague, majoring in Finance. From 1995 to 
1998, he served as an economic adviser to Václav Havel and, 
from 2003 to 2012, as director of the EU department at Česká 
spořitelna / Erste Group Bank. Between 2015 and 2020, he was 
a member of the European Economic and Social Committee in 
Brussels, where he still serves as an economic expert.
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German Association for East European Studies

The German Association for East European Studies 
(Deutsche Gesellschaft für Osteuropakunde, DGO) is the 
largest network within the German speaking realm engaged 
in research on East European affairs. Since 1913, the DGO 
has been active as a forum for the discussion and analy-
sis of politics, economics, and culture in Europe’s East. It 
provides information about current developments, serves 
as a conduit of knowledge, and promotes dialogue between 
East and West. DGO members are important multipliers 
from academia, politics, commerce and industry, cultural 
life, and the media. The DGO is an independent, non-profit 
organisation based in Berlin.

Contact

German Association for East European Studies
Schaperstr. 30
D-10719 Berlin
Germany
Tel: +49 (0)30 214 784 12
Fax: +49 (0)30 214 784 14
Mail: info@dgo-online.org
Web: www.dgo-online.org

www.facebook.com/DGO.Berlin
DGO_Berlin




