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Conference schedule 
 
7 October 2020 

15:00-17:00 INEQUALITY AND POLITICAL STABILITY IN EASTERN EUROPE 

Round Table (in cooperation with the Center for East European and International 
Studies Berlin) 
Christopher Hartwell (Bournemouth University) 
Elisabeth Schimpfössl (Aston University) 
Tobias Tunkel (Foreign Office) 

 
Chair: Julia Langbein (Center for East European and International Studies Berlin) 

 
8 October 2020 

09:30-11:00 PANEL I: INEQUALITY IN RUSSIA 
Anastassiya Lisina (Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research and the 
University of Luxembourg), with Philippe van Kerm The Evolution of Income and 
Consumption Inequality in Russia, 1994-2015 
Discussant: Denis Ivanov 

 
Gordey Yastrebov (University of Cologne)  
Educational Inequality in Russia since WWII: an Update and Refinement over Previous 
Estimates 
Discussant: Philippe van Kerm 

 
Konstantin Gluschenko (Novosibirsk State University and Institute of Economics and 
Industrial Engineering of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
Novosibirsk) 
Regional Inequality in Russia: Anatomy of Convergence  
Discussant: Damir Esenaliev 

 
Chair: Alexander Libman (Free University of Berlin) 

 
11:30-13:00 PANEL II: INEQUALITY IN CENTRAL EASTERN EUROPE 

Filip Novokmet (University of Bonn), with Pawel Bukowski 
Between Communism and Capitalism: Long-Term Inequality in Poland, 1892-2015 
Discussant: Dina Rosenberg 
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Michal Brzezinski (University of Warsaw), with Michal Myck and Mateusz Najsztub 
Reevaluating Distributional Consequences of the Transition to Market Economy in 
Poland: New Results from Combined Household Survey and Tax Return Data 
Discussant: Alexi Gugushvili 

 
Philipp Poyntner (Vienna University of Economics and Business) 
Keeping up with the Novaks? Income Distribution as a Determinant of Household Debt 
in CESEE 
Discussant: Marko Vladislavlijevic 

 
Chair: Janis Kluge (German Institute for International and Security Affairs Berlin) 

 

 
14:00-15:30 PANEL III: GENDER, FAMILY AND EDUCATION 

Marko Vladislavlijevic (Institute of Economic Studies, Belgrade), with Lara Lebedinski 
and Cristiano Perugini  
Child Penalty in Russia: Evidence from an Event Study 
Discussant: Anastassiya Lisina 

 
Dina Rosenberg (National Research University Higher School of Economics, Moscow), 
with Anastasia Poretskova and Anastasiia Ptichkina 
A Contested Legacy of Communism for Gender Inequality  
Discussant: Konstantin Gluschenko 

 
Philippe van Kerm (University of Luxembourg) 
Inequality of Opportunity across European Cohorts (and the Long-Term Impact of 
Educational Policy) 
Discussant: Filip Novokmet 

 
Chair: Olga Popova (Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast European Studies 
Regensburg) 

 

 
16:00-17:30 PANEL IV: INEQUALITY IN EASTERN EUROPE AND BEYOND 

Denis Ivanov (Corvinus University of Budapest) 
Economic Insecurity, Institutional Trust and Populist Voting across Europe: Breeding 
Ground Reexamined 
Discussant: Philipp Poyntner 

 
Damir Esenaliev (Leibniz Institute of Vegetable and Ornamental Crops and 
International Security and Development Center) 
Social Cohesion through Community-Driven Development in Kyrgyzstan 
Discussant: Michal Brzezinski 

 
Alexi Gugushvili (University of Olso) 
Intergenerational Social Mobility and Health in Russia: All in the Mind? 
Discussant: Gordey Yastrebov 

 
Chair: TBD 

 

 

 



 
   

 
Cooperation partners:  
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich and  
Leibniz Institute for East and South East European Studies Regensburg 
 
Conference organisers:  
Janis Kluge (German Institute for International and Security Affairs Berlin)  
Alexander Libman (Free University of Berlin)  
Olga Popova (Leibniz Institute for East and Southeast European Studies Regensburg) 
 

Biographies of the participants 
 
Round table panelists 
Christopher A. Hartwell is Professor of Financial Systems Resilience at Bournemouth University, 
Professor of International Management at Kozminski University in Poland, Visiting Professor at the 
Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and Public Administration (RANEPA), and Fellow 
and former President of the Center for Social and Economic Research (CASE) in Warsaw. Over his 
career, Professor Hartwell has advised governments in numerous countries around the world, and has 
published in journals such as Global Strategy Journal, Journal of Economic Behavior & Organization, 
Explorations in Economic History, a.o. Dr. Hartwell holds a PhD in Economics from the Warsaw School 
of Economics, a Master’s in Public Policy from Harvard, and a BA in Political Science and Economics 
from the University of Pennsylvania.   
 
Elisabeth Schimpfössl is an author of Rich Russians: From Oligarchs to Bourgeoisie, published 
by Oxford University Press in 2018 and reviewed, among other places, in The Guardian, The Financial 
Times, Foreign Affairs and Die Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung. Elisabeth’s current 
research focuses on philanthropy, both in Russia and the United Kingdom. She has also conducted 
research on media and journalism in Eastern Europe, with a focus on self-censorship. Elisabeth has a 
doctorate from the University of Manchester and is currently senior lecturer in sociology and policy 
at Aston University, Birmingham. Prior to pursuing a PhD, she worked in development 
cooperation under the Austrian Foreign Ministry. 
 
Tobias Tunkel is the Head of Division 205 of the German Federal Foreign Office, responsible for Russia, 
Belarus, Moldova and CIS. Until 2019, he served as Deputy Head of the Economics Department of the 
German Embassy in Moscow. 
 
Julia Langbein leads the research area ‘Political economy and integration’ at the Centre for East 
European and International Studies (ZOiS) in Berlin. Her academic career spans the study of political 
science at the Free University Berlin, a Master in Russian Studies at the European University in St 
Petersburg and a PhD in social sciences at the European University Institute in Florence. Her research 
focus lies in the field of comparative political economy (with a focus on Eastern Europe), European 
integration and institutional development. Her publications include Transnationalization and 
Regulatory Change in the EU’s Eastern Neighborhood (Routledge, 2015) and Core-periphery disparities 
in Europe: Is there a link between political and economic divergence?, West European Politics, 2019 
(with Tanja Boerzel). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
   

Presenters 
Michał Brzeziński is an Adjunct Professor at the Faculty of Economic Sciences University of Warsaw 
where he teaches history of economics and political economics. His research interests include, 
economics of populism and illiberal democracy, modelling income and wealth distribution, 
measurement of poverty and inequality, happiness economics and economic policy in Poland. His 
publications are found in journals such as Economic Systems, Empirical Economics, Journal of Applied 
Econometrics, Physica A, Applied Economics, Economics Letters, Scientometrics, Journal of Happiness 
Studies and Social Indicators Research. 
 
Damir Esenaliev is Post-Doctoral Researcher at Leibniz Institute of Vegetable and Ornamental Crops 
(IGZ) and Senior Researcher at ISDC – International Security and Development Center. His research 
interests include food security, local governance, labor markets, inequality, and social cohesion. Since 
2013, he has been serving as the academic coordinator of the Life in Kyrgyzstan Study. He published 
articles in Journal of Comparative Economics, Journal of Comparative Economic Studies, Economics of 
Transition, Social Indicators Research, and International Journal of Psychology. He holds PhD degree in 
Economics from Humboldt-University of Berlin (Germany), and MA degree in Development Economics 
from Williams College (USA).   
 
Konstantin Gluschenko was born in Harbin (China). He graduated from the Department of Physics at 
the Novosibirsk State University, received PhD degree in economics from the Central Economics and 
Mathematics Institute (Moscow) and DSc degree in economics from the Institute of Economics and 
Industrial Engineering (Novosibirsk). 
 
Alexi Gugushvili was Lecturer in Comparative and Quantitative Methods at the University of Oxford 
and Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Erasmus University Rotterdam before taking up the current 
position of Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Oslo. His core research interests lie in 
the fields of social stratification and mobility, public opinion and attitudes, and socio-economic and 
political determinants of population health and wellbeing. 
 
Denis Ivanov is a second year PhD student in Economics at Corvinus University of Budapest and an 
early-stage researcher in the Horizon 2020 project on populism –FATIGUE. His main research area is 
political economy. He is particularly interested in political consequences of different aspects of 
socioeconomic inequality, the role of institutions as well as the processes behind economic voting. 
Currently he is (virtually) visiting at UCL, SSEES in London, UK. 
 
Philippe Van Kerm is Professor of Social Inequality and Social Policy at the University of Luxembourg 
on a joint appointment with the Luxembourg Institute of Socio-Economic Research (LISER). He is also 
an associate scholar at the Stone Center on Socio-Economic Inequality (City University of New York), 
at the Institute for Social and Economic Research (University of Essex), the Institute for New Economic 
Thinking (University of Oxford) and ZEW Mannheim. His research interests are in applied micro-
econometrics, welfare and labour with particular reference to poverty and income distribution 
dynamics, wealth inequality, social mobility, and social protection. He is an associate editor of the 
Journal of Economic Inequality. 
 
Anastassiya Lisina is a PhD Researcher at LISER and University of Luxembourg. The topic of her 
dissertation is "Inequality Dynamics in Russia: Evidence and Policy Impacts". Within the scope of the 
project, she aims to understand and explain trends in inequality and poverty in Russia. Anastasiya holds 
a Bachelor degree in Economics from the Higher School of Economics in Moscow and a Master degree 
in Economics from the Friedrich Schiller Jena University in Germany. 
 
Filip Novokmet is a post-doctoral researcher at the Institute for Macroeconomics and Econometrics, 
Bonn University. He obtained his PhD from the Paris School of Economics. His research interest are 
political economy and economics of inequality. 



 
   

 
Philipp Poyntner is a research and teaching associate at the Institute for International Economics and 
PhD candidate in Economics at Vienna University of Economics and Business. His research interests 
include monetary policy, inequality and applied econometrics. He earned a masters degree in 
economics at the University of Vienna. Before joining WU, he held positions at the Institute for 
Advanced Studies (IHS) Vienna, Oesterreichische Nationalbank, and Johannes Kepler University Linz. 
 
Dina Rosenberg is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at the School of Politics and Governance, 
National Research University Higher School of Economics. She holds a Ph.D. (2013) in Political Science 
from the State University of New York at Binghamton and an M.A. in Russian Politics (2010) from 
Moscow State Institute of International Relations (MGIMO-University). Her main research areas are 
comparative political economy, healthcare politics, innovations, post-communist states and historical 
legacies. Her papers have appeared in Review of Policy Research, Social Science Research, Economic 
Systems and other journals. 
 
Marko Vladisavljević is a Research Associate at the Institute of Economic Sciences, Belgrade. He holds 
a PhD in Economics from Faculty of Economics, University of Belgrade. His main research interests 
include the economics of inequality, labour market institutional settings and performance, subjective 
well-being, and gender disparities. He has published in the Cambridge Journal of Economics, Labour 
Economics, Economics of Transition and Institutional Change, and Prague Economic Papers among 
others. 
 
Gordey Yastrebov: As of September 2020, Gordey is a postdoctoral researcher and lecturer at the 
Institute of Sociology and Sociology in Cologne (Chair of Methods of Empirical Social Research). Before 
Cologne, he worked in similar positions at the University of Bamberg and the National Research 
University Higher School of Economics in Moscow, and completed his doctorate in Social and Political 
Sciences at the European University Institute in Florence. His research and academic expertise revolves 
around the issues of social and educational stratification, intra- and intergenerational social mobility, 
and their interconnections with demographics. 
  
Organizers 

Janis Kluge is a Senior Associate at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs (SWP) in 
Berlin, Germany. He holds a PhD in economics from Witten/Herdecke University. His research focuses 
on Russia’s economic development, domestic policy and sanctions. His research has been published in 
New Political Economy and Comparative Economics Studies. 
 
Alexander Libman is, since October 2020, Professor of East European and Russian Politics at the Free 
University of Berlin. Between October 2016 and September 2020, he worked as Professor of Social 
Sciences and East European Studies at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich. His research focus 
includes political economy of authoritarian regimes and Russian sub-national politics. His key 
publications include Historical Legacies of Communism (Cambridge University Press, with Anastassia 
Obydenkova) and Authoritarian Regionalism in the World of International Organizations (Oxford 
University Press, with Anastassia Obydenkova), as well as articles in World Politics, Comparative 
Political Studies, Comparative Politics and Journal of Democracy. 
 
Olga Popova is a Senior Researcher in the Department of Economics at the Leibniz Institute for East 
and Southeast European Studies (IOS, Regensburg) and a research associate at CERGE-EI, Prague. She 
is a co-editor of Suedosteuropa. The Journal of Politics and Society, published by De Gruyter, and 
served as a consultant for the World Bank. Her research interests include health and environmental 
economics, quality of life, individual and regional inequalities, and economic development with a 
specific focus on emerging and transition economies. Her research has been published in Journal of 
Comparative Economics, Economic Inquiry, Small Business Economics, European Journal of Political 
Economy, and Ecological Economics, among others. 


